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Nancy Roe Pimm  

The Jerrie Mock Story: The First Woman  
to Fly Solo Around the World

(Ohio University Press, 2016, all ages 10+)

Speaking at 1:30 pm in the Auditorium  
(all ages youth/adult)
Nancy Roe Pimm will describe and show photos 
of Jerrie Mock’s remarkable life and worldwide 
adventures. A native of Newark, Ohio, Jerrie Mock 
was an amateur Ohio pilot who set a major world 
record in 1964 when she became the first woman to successfully fly solo 
around the world.

Geraldine “Jerrie” Mock (1925–2014) 
caught the aviation bug at seven years old 
and displayed a talent for math and science. 
She was the only woman in her aeronautical 
engineering classes at Ohio State University. 
The dream of being the first woman to fly 
solo around the world was a race as Jerrie 
had a challenger in Joan Merriam Smith. In 
1964, Jerrie triumphed and accomplished 
what her heroine Amelia Earhart had died 
trying to do. In her trusty Cessna, the 
“Spirit of Columbus,” she traveled from 
Columbus, Ohio, on an eastward route 
around the world that totaled nearly 23,000 
miles. Overcoming wind, ice, mechanical 
problems, and maybe even sabotage, Mock  
persevered and earned her place in history.

A Choose to Read Ohio author, Nancy Roe Pimm writes non-fiction books for young 
readers. [Table 6]

Daniel Vermilya
James Garfield & the Civil War: For Ohio and the Union
(The History Press, 2015)

A native Ohioan, James A. Garfield’s historic 
life (1831-1881) covered some of the most 
consequential years of American history. 
From humble beginnings in rural Ohio, he 
rose to become a major general in the Union 
army. Garfield’s military career took him 
to the backwoods of Kentucky, the fields of 
Shiloh and Chickamauga, and ultimately to 
the halls of Congress. His service during the 
war helped to save the Union he would go on 
to lead as president. The 20th President of the 
United States, Garfield’s term was tragically 
cut short by his assassination.

Dan Vermilya has a Master of Arts from John Carroll University where he focused 
on the American Civil War. He is an historian and battlefield Park Ranger, formerly 
working at the Antietam National Battlefield, and currently at the Gettysburg 
National Military Park in Pennsylvania. [Table 15]

“History & People of Ohio” is a Buckeye Book Fair initiative to showcase the strong 
Ohio heritage content of books included in the event. This program is made possible 
in part by the Ohio Humanities Council, a state affiliate of the National Endowment 
for the Humanities. The mission of Ohio Humanities is to help individuals and 
communities explore, share, and be inspired by the human experience. Any views, 
findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in these publications do not 
necessarily represent those of the National Endowment for the Humanities.



Brian Albrecht & James Banks
Cleveland in World War II
(The History Press, 2015)

Clevelanders did their duty during World War II: 
from round-the-clock work on the factory assembly 
lines to the four Medal of Honor recipients who 
served on the front lines. The Cleveland Bomber 
Plant churned out thousands of B-29 parts, while 
Auto-Ordnance Co. developed the design for the 
Thompson submachine guns used by GIs on nearly 
every battlefield. Indians pitcher Bob Feller left the 
game to go into the service, and Clarence Jamison 
flew with the famed Tuskegee Airmen. Through 
interviews and archival material, authors Brian 
Albrecht and James Banks honor a time when 
Clevelanders of all stripes answered the call to arms.

Brian Albrecht has worked at the Cleveland Plain Dealer as a reporter and editor 
for thirty-five years. James Banks retired from full-time teaching at Cuyahoga 
Community College in 1998. [Table 43]

William Heath
William Wells and the Struggle for the Old Northwest
(University of Oklahoma Press, 2015)

William Wells (1770-1812) lived in the Ohio Valley. 
Captured by the Miami Indians when he was thirteen, 
William Wells grew up to become the warrior 
Blacksnake, fighting at the side of his father-in-law 
Little Turtle at the biggest battle the Indians ever 
won against the U.S. Army at St. Clair’s Defeat (Fort 
Recovery, Ohio). He then switched sides and became 
head scout for Anthony Wayne at Fallen Timbers 
(Maumee, Ohio), and was the interpreter at the Treaty 
of Greenville, where the defeated Indians ceded most 
of Ohio. For the rest of his life Wells was Indian Agent 
at Fort Wayne, Indiana, and died a martyr at the battle 
of Fort Dearborn (Chicago) in 1812.

William Heath is a native of Youngstown, Ohio and is Professor Emeritus of English 
at Mount Saint Mary’s College in Maryland. He has a PhD in American Studies from 
Case Western Reserve University. He has researched and written about William Wells 
for over 12 years. [Table 19]

Michelle Houts
When Grandma Gatewood Took a Hike
(Ohio University Press, 2016, ages 5-10)

Grandma Gatewood is a remarkable Ohio 
woman who first escaped into nature to 
avoid her abusive husband. At age 67, she 
headed out on foot and became the first 
woman to through-hike the Appalachian 
Trail by herself. She re-hiked the trail two 
more times and set another record as the 
first person to hike the Appalachian Trail 
three times.

Michelle Houts is the editor of the Biographies for Young Readers series established by 
Ohio University Press in 2014. She is the author of the series’ first book, Kammie on 
First: Baseball’s Dottie Kamenshek. [Table 6]

Roger Pickenpaugh
Johnson’s Island:  
A Prison for Confederate Officers
(Kent State University Press, 2016)

Johnson’s Island tells the story of this Lake 
Erie island that became a military prison for 
Confederate captives during the American 
Civil War. Because the facility housed only 
officers, several literate diary keepers were on 
hand; and author Roger Pickenpaugh draws 
on their accounts, along with prison records, 
to describe their day-to-day life. Hunger, 
boredom, harsh conditions, and few luxuries 
were all the prisoners knew until the end of 
the war, when at last parts of Johnson’s Island 
were auctioned off, the post was ordered 
abandoned, and the island was mustered out 
of service.

Roger Pickenpaugh recently retired after a thirty-year teaching career at Shenandoah 
Middle School in Sarahsville, Ohio. His books include studies of outstanding weather 
events in Ohio and the Civil War. [Table 40]


